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We have found that  v e r a t r y l  ketones  r e a c t  with benzoin in polyphosphoric  acid  (PPA) at 120-130~ fo r  
1 h to give 2 -benzopy ry l i um  sa l t s  in 40-60% yields;  the sa l t s  w e r e  isolated in the f o r m  of the  pe rch lo ra t e s  
(I), which were  conver ted  to isoquinolines (II) by the act ion of ammon ium ace ta te .  

The phys ica l  and s pec t r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of sa l t s  Ia -c  and isoquinolines I Ia -c  were  found to be iden- 
t i ca l  to those  desc r ibed  in [1]. 
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3 ,4 -Dipheny l i soeoumar in  (III) was  s i m i l a r l y  obtained in 12% yield as co lo r l e s s  c r y s t a l s  with mp 197 ~ 
(from alcohol) by r eac t ion  of v e r a t r i c  acid  with benzoin. The r e su l t s  of e l e m e n t a r y  ana lys i s  were  in a g r e e -  
m e n t  with the ca lcula ted  va lues .  IR spec t rum:  1719, 1603, and 1512 cm -1. 

P y r y l i u m  sa l t  Ia was obtained by the act ion of me thy lmagnes ium iodide on i socoumar in  III; isoquino- 
line Ha was obtained f r o m  pyry l ium sa l t  In. 
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